
                                                                                                                             Whole-School Overview of ESSENTIALWRITING Units 2026-27
                                                                                                                             (YEAR A)

YEAR 1 & 2
Autumn Spring Summer

Labels, lists 
& captions

Narrative Poetry:  List 
poems

Recipes Traditional 
tale

Narrative Rules & 
recount

Poetry: Free 
verse

Narrative Poetry: 
Performance 

Poems

Letters Poetry: 
Free Verse

Narrative Explanation Narrative

• Someone Just Like You by Helen Docherty & David Roberts
• Puffin Peter by Petr Horacek
• Gruffalo Crumble by Julia Donaldson & Axel Scheffler
• The Three Billy Goats Gruff by Mac Barnett & Jon Klassen
• The Princess and the Pea by Rachel Isadora
• Stop! That’s Not my Story by Smriti Halls & Erika Meza
• Professor Goose Debunks Goldilocks by Paulette Bourgeois & 

Alex Griffiths

• Stanley’s Stick by John Hegley and Neal Layton
• Ravi’s Roar by Tom Percival
• Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival
• Big Red Dragon by Jane Newberry & Carolina Rabei 
• Martha Maps it Out by Leigh Hodgkinson
• Poems to Perform 

• Letters to a Monster by Patricia Forde & Sarah 
Warburton

• Out and About:  A First Book of Poems by Shirley Hughes
• Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion by Alex T Smith
• The Big Book of Bugs by Yuval Zommer
• Tad by Benji Davies
• We’re Going to Find the Monster! by Malorie Blackman & 

Dapo Adeola

10 steps 10 steps 5 steps 10 steps 20 steps 10 steps 10 steps 5 steps 15 steps 10 steps 10 steps 9 steps 15 steps 10 steps 10 steps

55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 50 steps (approx. 10 weeks) 54 steps (approx. 11 weeks)
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YEAR 3 & 4
Autumn Spring Summer

Narrative Poetry: Free 
Verse

Fables Non-
Chronological 

Report

Narrative 
(Setting and 

dialogue)

Persuasive 
Speeches

Personal 
Narrative 
(memoir)

Poetry: 
Calligrams

Persuasive 
Letters

Instructions Non-
Chronological 

Report

Narrative Poetry: Take 
One Poet

• Mini-Rabbit Not Lost by John Bond
• The Koala who Could by Rachel Bright & Jim Field
• The Squirrels that Squabbled by Rachel Bright & Jim Field
• The Lion Inside by Rachel Bright & Jim Field
• The Remarkables: The Most Incredible Children I’ve Met So 

Far! by Clotilde Perrin

• Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
(version by Jeanne Willis & Ross Collins)

• Stella and the Seagull by Georgina Stevens & Izzy 
Burton

• Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall
• Ralph Tells a Story by Abby Hanlon*  
• The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad & S.K. Ali
• Love that Dog by Sharon Creech

•

• Speak Up! by Nathan Bryon & Dapo Adeola
• Look Up! by Nathan Bryon & Dapo Adeola
• Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon & Dapo Adeola
• Moomin Mail by Amanda Li & Filippa Widlund
• A Year full of celebrations and festivals by Claire Grace & 

Christopher Corr
• The Iron Man by Ted Hughes
• Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho
• Smile Out Loud by Joseph Coelho

15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 15 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 9 steps 10 steps 11 steps 5 steps

55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 50 steps (approx. 10 weeks) 50 steps (approx. 11 weeks)

© HFL Education *If Ralph Tells a Story is unavailable, this plan can be used with just Jabari Jumps & The Proudest Blue
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YEAR 5 & 6

Autumn Spring Summer

Narrative Non-
Chronological 

Report

Narrative Persuasive 
Speeches

Non-
Chronological 

Report

Dialogue Balanced 
argument

Narrative Biography Advocacy 
Campaign

Narrative Advocacy 
Poetry

Blogs Narrative
(classic literature)

• Short Too! by Kevin Crossley-Holland
• Planetarium by Raman Prinja and Chris Wormell
• Dr Maggie’s Grand Tour of the Solar System by Dr 

Maggie Aderin-Pocock
• Wisp by Zana Fraillon & Graham Baker-Smith
• Talking History by Dr Joan Lennon & Dr Joan Haig 

• Arthur Spiderwick’s Field Guide to the Fantastic World Around 
You by Holly Black & Tony DiTerlizzi

• ‘The Selfish Giant’ from Oscar Wilde: Stories for Children by 
Oscar Wilde & illustrated by P.J. Lynch

• Survivors by David Long & Kerry Hyndman

•

• I Have the Right by Reza Dalvand 
• Every Child a Song by Nicola Davies & Marc Martin
• Skellig by David Almond
• Be the Change:  Poems to Help You Save the World by Liz 

Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Reger Stevens
• Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays by Marcia Williams
• Shakespeare Stories by William Shakespeare, retold by Leon 

Garfield & Michael Foreman

10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 15 steps 10 steps 5 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 5 steps 10 steps 15 steps

50 steps (approx. 10-11 weeks) 55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 60 steps (approx. 12 weeks)
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