
                                                                                                                             Whole-School Overview of ESSENTIALWRITING Units 2025-26
                                                                                                                             (YEAR B)

YEAR 1/2

Autumn Spring Summer

Narrative Instructions Poetry:  List 
poems

Narrative Letters, 
postcards

Narrative Non-
Chronological 

Report

Narrative Poetry: Free 
Verse & Simile

Narrative Instructions Recount Narrative Poetry: Take 
One Poet

Frog and the 
Stranger* by 
Max Velthuijs

How to Make 
Friends with a 
Ghost by 
Rebecca Green

The Puffin 
Book of 
Fantastic First 
Poems edited 
by June 
Crebbin

Last Stop on 
Market Street 
by Matt de le 
Pena and 
Christian 
Robinson

Dragon Post 
by Emma 
Yarlett

Rapunzel by 
Bethan 
Woollvin

Big Blue 
Whale by 
Nicola 
Davies and 
Nick Maland

Julian is a 
Mermaid by 
Jessica Love

Splash, Anna 
Hibiscus! by 
Atinuke

The Puffin 
Book of 
Fantastic 
First Poems 
edited by 
June Crebbin

The Lost 
Homework 
by Richard 
O’Neill and 
Kirsti 
Beautyman

How to 
Wash a 
Woolly 
Mammoth 
by Michelle 
Robinson 
and Kate 
Hindley

Here I Am 
by Patti Kim 
and Sonia 
Sanchez

Super Joe 
Does Not Do 
Cuddles by 
Michael 
Catchpool 
and Emma 
Proctor

Traction 
Man by Mini 
Grey

Belonging 
Street by 
Mandy Coe

10 steps 10 steps 5 steps 12 steps 15 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 12 steps 10 steps 10 steps 14 steps 5 steps

52 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 50 steps (approx. 10 weeks) 51 steps (approx. 11 weeks)

*Frog and the Stranger may be difficult to obtain – if so, a mixed-age version of the Y2 unit based on ‘Luna Loves Dance’ by Joseph Coelho will be available before the end of July 2025.
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YEAR 3/4

Autumn Spring Summer

Narrative
(Graphic Novel)

Persuasive 
Speech

Poetry:  Free 
verse

Explanations Narrative Recount Travel 
leaflets

Narrative Poetry: 
Haiku

Persuasive 
Letters

Non-
Chronological 

Report

Poetry: Take 
one Poet

Narrative Poetry

Arthur and 
the Golden 
Rope by Joe 
Todd Stanton

The King who 
Banned the 
Dark by Emily 
Haworth-Booth

‘A Small 
Dragon’ by 
Brian Patten

Until I met Dudley 
by Roger 
McGough and 
Chris Riddell;

Rosie Revere, 
Engineer by 
Andrea Beaty and 
David Roberts;

This Book Thinks 
You’re an Inventor 
by Georgia 
Amson-Bradshaw 
and Harriet 
Russell;

How Everything 
Works by Clive 
Gifford

Starbird by 
Sharon King-
Chai; 

Zeraffa Giraffa 
by Diane 
Hofmeyr and 
Jane Ray

Real-Life 
Mysteries by 
Susan 
Martineau 
and Vicky 
Barker

Africa, Amazing 
Africa by 
Atinuke and 
Mouni Feddag, 
Take A Bite by 
Aleksandra & 
Daniel 
Mizielinski;

 India, Incredible 
India by 
Jasbinder Bilan 
and Nina 
Chakrabarti, 

The Big Book of 
the UK by 
Imogen Russell 
Williams and 
Louise Lockhart

Leon and the 
Place 
Between by 
Angela 
McAllister 
and Graham 
Baker-Smith

The Works:  
Every Kind 
of Poem You 
will Ever 
Need at 
School 
edited by 
Paul 
Cookson

Malala’s 
Magic Pencil 
by Malala 
Yousafzai 
and 
Kerascoët;

 Greta and 
the Giants 
by Zoe 
Tucker and 
Zoe Persico

Texts 
provided by 
HFL 
Education

Stars with 
Flaming 
Tails by 
Valerie 
Bloom and 
Ken Wilson-
Max

The Girl 
Who Stole 
an Elephant 
by Nizrana 
Farook

Michael 
Rosen’s A-Z: 
The Best 
Children’s 
Poetry from 
Agard to 
Zephaniah 
edited by 
Michael 
Rosen

10 steps 10 steps 5 steps 15 steps 15 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 14 steps 14 steps 5 steps 15 steps 10 steps

55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 50 steps (approx. 10 weeks) 58 steps (approx. 12 weeks)
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YEAR 5/6

Autumn Spring Summer

Non-
Chronological 

Report

Description Poetry: 
Cinquains

Narrative Biography Persuasive 
Letters

Descriptive 
recount

Non-
Chronological 

Report

Balanced 
argument

Narrative: 
Mystery and 

Suspense

Explanation Advertising 
campaign

Reviews Narrative Poetry

The World of 
the 
Unknown: 
Monsters by 
Carey Miller;

The Book of 
Mythical 
Beasts and 
Magical 
Creatures by 
Stephen 
Krensky

Cloud Tea 
Monkeys by 
Mal Peet and 
Elspeth 
Graham

Where the 
Poppies Now 
Grow by 
Hilary 
Robinson 
and Martin 
Impey

The Promise 
by Nicola 
Davies and 
Laura Carlin

Stone Girl, Bone 
Girl by Laurence 
Anholt and 
Sheila Moxley;

Fantastically 
Great Women 
who Changed the 
World by Kate 
Pankhurst;

Women in 
Science: 50 
Fearless Pioneers 
who Changed the 
World by Rachel 
Ignotofsky;

Groundbreaking 
Scientists by J.P. 
Miller

The 
Misadventur
es of 
Frederick by 
Ben Manley 
and Emma 
Chichester 
Clark

The 
Watertower 
by Gary 
Crew and 
Steven 
Woolman

The Skies 
Above My 
Eyes by 
Charlotte 
Guillain and 
Jo Empson;

The Street 
Beneath My 
Feet & The 
Sea Below 
My Toes by 
Charlotte 
Guillain & 
Yuval 
Zommer

Texts 
provided by 
HFL 
Education

Boy in the 
Tower by 
Polly Ho-
Yen

The Lost 
Book of 
Adventure 
by Teddy 
Keen

Spin to 
Survive: 
Deadly 
Jungle by 
Emily 
Hawkins & 
Ruth 
Fresson

Texts 
provided by 
HFL 
Education

Texts 
provided by 
HFL 
Education

Birdsong by 
Katya Balen

Cloud 
Busting by 
Malorie 
Blackman

15 steps 12 steps 5 steps 15 steps 10 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 5 steps 15 steps 10 steps 15 steps 10 steps 10 steps 15 steps

55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 55 steps (approx. 11 weeks) 60 steps (approx. 12 weeks)

OR^

^Indicates a choice of text
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