
Sapphire Year 3 and 4  - Year A –2026-2027  
 

Essendon C of E Primary School (VC) 
Encouraging everyone’s light to shine (Matthew 5:16) 

 

Value 
Christian Value  
 

Cooperation 
Generosity 

Motivation 

compassion 

Independence  

Courage 

Respect 

Forgiveness 

Kindness 

Friendship 

Challenge 

Respect 
 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic South America Stone Age to Iron Age Vikings & Saxons 

Curriculum 
Driver 

Geography  
 

History History & Geography Resources 

Key Text 
 
Intent: 
Putting quality 
children’s books 
at the heart of 
our curriculum. 
 

The Tin Forest by Helen Ward 
 
The Bear and the Piano by David 
Litchfield 
 
Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch 
 
A Small Dragon by Brian Patten 
 
Amazon River by Sangma Francis 
 

Stone Age Boy 
Satoshi Kitamura 
 
How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth 
Michelle Robinson and Kate Hindley 
 
Stone Age 
By DK Findout 
 
The Raft by Jim Lamarche 
 
Walk With a Wolf by Janni Howker 
 
Atlas of adventure 
 
 

Odd and the Frost Giants  
by Neil Gaiman 
 
Arthur and the Golden Rope  
by Joe Todd-Stanton 
 
The Day I Swapped My Dad For Two 
Goldfish by Neil Gaiman 
 
The Great Paper Caper by Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Squirrel by Celia Warren 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
CLPE Power of Reading  
HFL PA+  
 

English Focus Descriptive writing 
Diary entry 
Explanation texts 
Non-chronological reports. 
 

Information texts 
Narrative 
Character description 
Instruction writing 

Descriptive writing 
Persuasive writing 
Narrative 
Myths 
Balanced Argument 
Poetry (Kennings) 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
CLPE Power of Reading  
HFL PA+ 

Grammar & 
Punctuation  

Present and 
past tense 
Ready to write 
Revision 

Determiners 
Apostrophes 
Speech marks 

Suffixes/prefixes 
Conjunctions 
Tenses 

Fronted adverbials 
Noun phrases 
Pronouns 

Tenses 
Speech Marks 
Prepositions 

Word families 
Paragraphs 
Standard 
English 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
CLPE Power of Reading  
HFL PA+ 



Maths 
 

Place Value 
Addition Times 
tables 
Fluency 

Addition & 
Subtraction 
Multiplication 
Fluency 

Multiplication & 
Division 
Fractions 
 

Fractions and 
Decimals 
Length 
Perimeter and Area 

Fractions & 
Decimals 
Money 
Shape 

Time 
Position and 
Direction 
Measure – 
Mass & 
Capacity 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder White Rose  
Classroom secrets 

History  The Stone Age 
 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age 
 
Finding out about early man and the way 
people lived, including food and clothing. 

The Vikings and Saxons 
 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and 
Scots 
 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England. 
 

National Curriculum 
Twinkl Planit 
Skills Ladder 
Plan Bee 

Geography human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water  
 
use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied  
 
locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on … North and South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities  

 Comparative study of Iceland’s 
physical geography e.g. mountains, 
geysers and volcanoes.  
 
understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European 
country,  
 

National Curriculum 
Twinkl Planit 
Skills Ladder 

Science Animals 
including 
Humans 

 
 
 

Rocks Plants 
 
 

Forces & Magnets 
 
 

Light & shadow 
 
 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
 
Twinkl Planit 



Computing Online safety 
(Year 3) 

Video trailers – 
ipads (Year 3) 

Programming – 
scratch (Year 3) 

Networks – Email 
(Year 3) 

Journey inside a 
computer (Year 3) 

Data handling 
(Year 3) 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder Kapow 
Primary  

Art 
 

Sculpture - Art in nature by William 
Morris, Andy Goldworthy and Henri 
Rousseau. 2D and 3D  
Art pieces inspired by nature, using a 
range of materials and techniques 
including printing. 
 

Cave paintings – using different mediums e.g 
chalk, charcoal  
 
Sculpture – creating clay stone houses, Skara 
Brae 
Stonehenge silhouette pictures against a 
watercolour background 
 

Viking Long ship collages 
Using different media to create 
pictures of The Northern Lights 
 
 

National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
 
Twinkl Planit 

DT Kapow – Digital World – Electronic 
Charm/Wearable Technology 
 

Kapow – Cooking and Nutrition -  eating 
seasonally - tarts 
 

Kapow unit - Structures - Building a 
castle 

National Curriculum 
Skills Ladder 
Kapow 

Music Let your spirit 
fly – singing and 
responding to 
music 

Three little birds – 
reggae 

Glockenspiel 
Stage 1 

Glockenspiel 
Stage 1 

Bring Us Together – Disco National Curriculum 
Skills ladder  
Charanga 

French French 
Greetings 

French Adjectives Playground Games: 
Numbers and Age 

In the Classroom Bon Appetit Shopping for 
French Food 

Kapow 

PE Team building 
games. 
Use of woods. 

Dance – copy and 
create actions in 
response to a 
theme – flying 

Gymnastics 
 
Swimming – 
dependent of 
timetable  

Basketball 
 
Swimming 
Swimming – 
dependent of 
timetable 

Rounders Athletics National Curriculum 
Skills ladder Get Set 4 PE  
 

PSHE & RSE Transition & All 
about me 

Citizenship (Year 3) Economic Wellbeing 
(Year 3) 

Health and Wellbeing 
(Year 3) 
 

Family & 
Relationships 
(Year 3) 

Safety and 
changing body 
(Year 3) 
Year 4 (1 
lesson 
Puberty) 

National Curriculum 
Kapow 

RE 
 
 

Sikhism  
The Amrit 
Ceremony and 
joining the 
Khalsa 
 
 

Christianity 
The real meaning of 
Christmas 
 
Diwali – Hinduism 
 
Hannukah  

Christianity 
Jesus’ Miracles 

Christianity 
Jesus’ death and 
forgiveness 

Hinduism 
Brahman 

Sikhism 
Prayer and 
Worship 

Herts Agreed Syllabus 
Discovery RE 
 



  

Sapphire Year 3 and 4  - Year B – updated for 2025-26 
 

Essendon C of E Primary School (VC) 
Encouraging everyone’s light to shine (Matthew 5:16) 

 

Value 
Christian Value  
 

Cooperation 
Thankfulness 

Motivation 

Trust 
Independence  

Perseverance 

Respect 

Justice 

Kindness 

Service 

Challenge 

Truthfulness 

Planning resources  

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Text Arthur and the 
Golden Rope by Joe 
Todd Stanton 
 
The King who 
Banned the Dark by 
Emily Haworth-
Booth 
 
A Small Dragon by 
Brian Patten 

Until I met Dudley by 
Roger McGough and 
Chris Riddell 
 
Starbird by Sharon 
King-Chai 
 
Zeraffa Giraffa By 
Diane Hofmeyr and 
Jane Ray 

Real-Life 
Mysteries by 
Susan Martineau 
and Vicky Barker 
 
Africa, Amazing 
Africa by Atinuke 
and Mouni 
Feddag 

Leon and the Place 
Between by Angela 
McAllister and 
Graham Baker-
Smith 
 
The Works Every 
Kind of Poem You 
will Ever Need at 
School edited by 
Paul Cookson 

Malala’s MagicPencil 
by Malala Yousafzai 
and Kerascoet 
 
Greta and the Giants 
by Zoe Tucker and 
Zoe Persico 

Stars with 
Flaming Tails by 
Valerie Bloom and 
Ken Wilson-Max 
 
The Girl Who 
Stole an Elephant 
by Nizrana Farook 
 
Michael Rosens’s 
A-Z: The Best 
Children’s Poetry 
from Agard to 
Zephaniah edited 
by Michael Rosen 

HfL – Essential writing 

English Focus Narrative (graphic novel) 
Persuasive speech 
Poetry: free verse  
Explanations 
Narrative   

Recount 
Travel leaflets  
Narrative 
Poetry: Haiku  

Persuasive letters 
Non-chronological report  
Poetry: Take one poet 
Narrative 
Poetry  

HfL – Essential writing 

Grammar & 
Punctuation  

      Twinkl Planit 

Maths 
 

Place value 
Addition and 
subtraction  

Multiplication and 
division  
Area 
Length and 
perimeter  

    
 

White Rose Maths 



History 
 
 

 How have children’s 
lives changed? 

  What was important 
to ancient Egyptians? 

How did the 
achievements of 
the ancient Maya 
impact their 
society and 
beyond? 

Kapow Primary 

Geography Who lives in 
Antarctica? 

 Are all 
settlements the 
same? 

What are rivers and 
how are they used? 

  Kapow Primary 

Science Living things and 
their habitats 
 
 

Electricity  
 

States of matter  
 
 

Sound 
 
 

Animals including 
humans 
 
 

Kapow Primary 

Computing Online Safety 
(Kapow Year 4) 

Coding – Scratch 
(Year 4) 

Computing 
systems and 
networks: 
Journey inside a 
computer  
Safer Internet Day 

Computing systems 
and networks: 
Collaborative 
learning  

Data Handling: 
Investigating 
weather  

HTML Kapow Primary: 
Mixed Age Year B – 
updated December 

2025 
 

Art Sculpture and 3D: 
Abstract shape and 
space  

 Painting and 
mixed media: 
Light and dark  

 Craft and design: 
Ancient Egyptian 
scrolls  

 Kapow Primary 
 
 

DT  Textiles – Cross-
stitch and appliqué  
 

 Electrical systems 
– Light up poster 
 

 Cooking and 
nutrition – adapting 
a recipe 
Making biscuits, 
designing food 
packaging 

Kapow Primary 
 

Music Ukulele with Mr. Hampshire      Sing up! 

French This is Me School Days Birthday 
Celebrations 

Colourful Creatures Fabulous French 
Food 

The Weather Kapow Primary 
Mixed Age Year B 

Updated December 
2025 

PE Fundamentals  
 
Tag Rugby 

Ball skills  
 
Fitness 

Yoga  
 
Swimming 

Gymnastics 
 
Swimming 

Netball  
 
Rounders 

Tennis  
 
Athletics 

Get Set 4 PE 
 



PSHE & RSE Transition & All 
about me 
 

Citizenship  Economic 
Wellbeing  

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Family & 
Relationships  

Safety and 
changing body  

Kapow Primary 
 

RE 
 
 

Buddhism 
Teaching about 
happiness 
 
Diwali – Hinduism 
(Rangoli patterns 
with rice) 
 

Christianity 
The significance of 
the Nativity Story 
 
 

Judaism 
Passover 

Christianity 
Easter and 
forgiveness 

Judaism 
Rites of passage and 
good works 

Christianity 
 
Buddhism 
The 8 fold path 

Herts Agreed 
Syllabus 

Discovery RE 
 

 

 


