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Dear Essendon Families, 
Welcome back 
Welcome back 
everyone and a very 
warm welcome to our 
new families. We have 
had a lovely start to 
the new academic year 
and in Collective 
Worship we thought 
about how learning is our super power!  
The Essendon Way 
The start of term has meant that all children 
have been able to learn about The Essendon 

Way. The Essendon 
Way is how we live out 
our Vision 
‘Encouraging 
Everyone’s Light To 
Shine’ and our Values 
‘LoveYourself, Love 
Others, Love God, Love 
Learning, Love The 
World You Live In.’ We 

have been reminded of our Golden Rules and 
the key elements of kindness and respect that 
guide us everyday in school.  
RAAC – Collapsing Concrete 
From Simon Newland, Director of Education, 
Herts County Council. You may well have seen in 
the news that some schools have been affected 
by the presence of RAAC in their buildings. 
RAAC, or Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated 
Concrete, is a lightweight form of concrete 
which was used in schools and other building 
construction from the 1950s until the mid-
1990s. After some time and in some 
circumstances this concrete can collapse. 
I wanted to write to reassure you that this 
school was constructed at a time when RAAC 
was not being used in construction and we can 
therefore be confident that there is no RAAC in 
this school building. 

A Massive Thank You! 

 
A huge thank you to the Morton Family for 
giving so much of their time to the school over 
the holidays. The Morton Family have weeded, 
rotavated and dug over the vegetable garden 
so it is now ready to be used by the School. And 
they have made a water kitchen for Homewood 
Class. The children have loved exploring the 
water kitchen and been having great fun with it 
this week. Thank you so much to Jo, Shane, Evie 
and Theo. 
Meet the Teacher – Class Meetings 
We look forward to seeing you at our Meet The 
Teacher after school sessions next week. Come 
along and hear about the learning for this term 
and any class messages. Tuesday 12th, 
Wednesday 13th or Thursday 14th September at 
3:15pm to 3:45pm.  
Breakfast Club and After School Clubs 
Remember our Breakfast Club is open to 
bookings – 7:30am to 8:40am and we have a 
range of clubs on offer after school – 3:15pm to 
5pm contact the Office for places. 
School Meals Are Free! 

Did you know that school 
dinners are absolutely free for 
Reception Class, Year 1 and 
Year 2 (Pantherswood and 
Homewood). See the 
attached menu for all the 

choices. The meals are delicious and there is lots 
on offer. Why not pick a day and try for free! 

www.essendon.herts.sch.uk 
01707 261209 

admin@essendon.herts.sch.uk 
 

Friday 8th September 2023 
 

Our Value this Half Term: The Essendon Way 
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Music Lessons 
Mr Hampshire is starting individual instrumental 
lessons next week – if you would like your child 
to learn the guitar, piano, ukulele or keyboards 
please contact the Office. 
Harvest Service – save the date 
Our Harvest Service will be in the church on 
Thursday 5th Oct at 2:30pm all parents and 
carers are welcome. We will be collecting tins 
and packets for the foodbank nearer the time. 
Staffing News  
We are so excited to have two new sporty staff 
members. A big welcome to Mr Lincoln who 
joins us as an apprentice teaching assistant.  

And to Mr Green who is our PE and Football 
Club Coach. It is fantastic to have them both on 
the Essendon Team. 
Dates for your diary 
12th/13th/14th September – 3:15pm to 3:45pm 
Meet The Teacher 
Thurs 5th Oct – Harvest Service at the church, 
2:30pm parents welcome. Foodbank collection. 
October – Black History Month 
Mon 9th October – School Photos 

Half Term – Mon 23rd  Oct to Fri 27th Oct 
Fri 10th Nov – Remembrance Assembly  2:30pm 
parents welcome in school 
13th to 17th Nov – Anti-bullying Week 
Fri 17th Nov – Children in Need – cake sale and 
non-uniform £1. 
Tuesday 21st November – Parent Teacher 
Meetings all classes 
Wednesday 22nd November Parent Teacher 
Meetings – Homewood 
Thursday 23rd November – Parent Teacher 
Meetings  - Harefield, Warrenwood and 
Pantherswood 
Reading 
Reading is the gateway to knowledge. We 
expect all our learners to be reading at home, 
please read at least three times a week, children 
who read regularly make the most progress 
with their learning. Learning is our super power! 

 
Have a lovely weekend, from Ms Canham

 

 

 

  

Have a look at this great website that has maths  

and reading games for all ages. 

 

https://www.teachyourmonster.org/ 

 

https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
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Get the word out to your local community and your friends, we have school 

tours for our fantastic Reception and Nursery (30 hours). Please take a 

picture of this leaflet and post on your social media pages and let’s share the 

news about our lovely school.  
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School dinners are absolutely free for Reception Class, Year 1 and Year 2. 
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Essendon C of E (VC) Primary School 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Term Dates:  2023/2024 

Autumn Term - 2023 

Friday 1st September – INSET Day – staff only 

Monday 4th September  – Start of term for pupils – 8:40am doors open, doors close at 8:50am  

Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October – Half Term 

Wednesday 20th December – End of Term - 1:15pm 

 

Spring Term - 2024 

Thursday 4th January  – Occasional Day – School Closed 

Friday 5th January  – INSET Day – staff only 

Monday 8th January  – Start of term for pupils 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd February  - Half Term 

Thursday 28th March  - End of Term – 1:15pm 

 

Summer Term - 2024 

Monday 15th April – INSET Day – staff only 

Tuesday 16th April – Start of term for pupils 

Monday 6th May – Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May – Half Term 

Thursday 11th July – Year 6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Friday 19th July  – End of term  - 1:15pm 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July – INSET Days – staff only 

 


