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Tuesday 20th December 2022 
 
 
Dear Essendon Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to thank you for your support this Autumn Term and to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. I know you will join with me in thanking the staff at Essendon for their dedication 
to not only teaching your children but to also supporting them in many different ways inside and outside 
the classroom. 
 
A few reminders for everyone: 
 

 School starts on Thursday 5th January at 8:40am – and we expect everyone back on that day. 
 

 School gates close at 8:50am so please do not be late each day – by being late your child misses 
learning, early morning reading, phonics etc 

 

 Please do not take days off school for birthdays, holidays, the beginning of term, the end of term, 
tiredness because of late nights the day before etc. Remember poor attendance at school directly 
links to slow progress in learning and this will affect your child’s future opportunities and life choices. 

 

 All Warrenwood and Harefield children should be learning their times tables so that they can really 
make progress with their maths. Please practise over the holidays and regularly in term time – not 
knowing all the times tables is a major barrier to progression in maths and this impacts all the way 
into secondary school (see attached quiz and chart). 

 

 Before you return to school, check uniform: remember black shoes, outdoor shoes/wellies, plain 
black jogger suit for PE, a coat in school and a change of socks can be good for wet weather.  

 

 And finally, if anything happens over the holidays that you think we should know about and that we 
can help support your child with at school, please email me on head@essendon.herts.sch.uk 

 
Have a good break and a lovely time with family and friends. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Ms Belinda Canham 
Headteacher 
 
FYI: This organisation is supplying meal boxes to families over the Christmas break  - 
http://www.hertsmealboxes.org.uk/ 

http://www.hertsmealboxes.org.uk/


 

 
Which ones do you know? Which ones do you need to learn? 

 


