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Dear Essendon Families, 
 
Spring into the Spring Term! 
Welcome to the Spring Term and the New Year! 

It will be a new year 
with new challenges 
and new adventures. 
January can feel like a 
time for a fresh start, 

a new beginning. Some of us may have made 
new year resolutions, some of us may feel a bit 
more grown-up this year and be ready to take 
on new experiences. Let’s take some time to 
think about what 2024 could mean for us, a 
brand new 12 months of life to be lived.  
How exciting! And as we come back together as 
Team Essendon let’s remember The Essendon 
Way, being kind and respectful to each other is 
so important and makes everything work well. 
Take time to listen to each other and problem 
solve whenever you can.  
Happy 2024 to everyone! 
Epiphany 

 
Revd Alan came over from Hertford St Andrews 
to tell us all about the Festival of Epiphany 
which is celebrated on 6th January. He told us 
that Epiphany is the time when the Wise Men 
came to visit Jesus to give him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. In Collective Worship 
we explored the meaning of these gifts and 
learnt that God has also given us a gift, the gift 
of 2024, all 365 days just for us. 

 
 
Reading For Pleasure 

Reading is the gateway to knowledge, and 
that’s why in school we focus on phonics and 
comprehension as well as reading for pleasure 
and facts. We then use our reading skills across 
the curriculum to gain new knowledge. Please 
help your child at home by reading at least 
three times a week. Reading really is a super 
power that will boost your child’s enjoyment of 
their learning all through life.  
Times Tables – Practice, Practice, 
Practice 
How does your child progress in 
their maths learning if they don’t 
know their times tables? Well the 
answer is they can get stuck, and fractions, 
division, multiplication and problem solving all 
become very difficult. Please practice times 
tables with your child at tea time, in the car, 
walking to school. Make it fun, chant them 
together, but keep focused on learning all of 
them. Start with 2/5/10s in Year 1 and then by 
the end of Year 4 your child needs to know 
them all, then their maths with be flying. 
School Dinners Are Free  
Our school dinners are delicious and they are 
free to Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Children 
can choose what meal they want on the day. 
Try it out for a day or two, it will save you 
money and help out with the home budgeting. 
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Our Value This Half Term:  Love Others 
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Dates For Your Diary 
Wednesdays 
Warrenwood 
swimming and PE on 
Tuesdays as usual. 
24th January for 6 days 
– our Woodland Area is 
being refenced so 
please stay out of the woods. 
5th to 9th Feb – Feel Good Week 
Tues 6th Feb – Safer Internet Day 
Tues 13th February – Shrove Tuesday/Lent 
19th Feb to 23rd Feb – Half Term 
Tues 19th March Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Thurs 21st March Parent/Teacher Consultations 
Thurs 28th March – End of Term 
Great Attendance  
We have been so pleased with the attendance 
at school since we have come back from the 
Christmas holidays. Practically all our children 
have been in school learning every day. Good 
attendance in primary school is all down to 
parents, so thank you to all our parents, and for 
those that haven’t been in school we are 
looking forward to having you back. Have a look 
at the link below to see how to support your 
child’s health this winter. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-67894937 
 

Do You Receive Benefits? 
Do you receive benefits such as Universal Credit 
or Income Support? Then you could get free 
school meals and other benefits such as: 
• school milk (Year 3 and over) 
• food vouchers during school holidays 
• SaverCard which gives half fare bus travel to 
11-19 year olds (usually £20) 
• help with music lesson fees 
• free school holiday activity camps 
(www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/happy). 
For each child that is eligible for a free school 
meal (through low income), our school will 
benefit from additional pupil premium funding 
which will help to improve education for 
disadvantaged pupils. 
Please go to: 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
And we can help in the Office if you have any 
queries. 
And Finally … 
Have a look at the curriculum maps attached to 
the end of this newsletter, one for each class, 
showing the topics and subjects that are being 
covered this term. Please look on the website 
where these are saved in Class Pages. 
Have a great weekend from Ms Canham 
 

Your Weekend Times Table Challenge 
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Essendon C of E (VC) Primary School 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Term Dates:  2023/2024 

Autumn Term - 2023 

Friday 1st September – INSET Day – staff only 

Monday 4th September  – Start of term for pupils – 8:40am doors open, doors close at 8:50am  

Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October – Half Term 

Wednesday 20th December – End of Term - 1:15pm 

 

Spring Term - 2024 

Thursday 4th January  – Occasional Day – School Closed 

Friday 5th January  – INSET Day – staff only 

Monday 8th January  – Start of term for pupils 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd February  - Half Term 

Thursday 28th March  - End of Term – 1:15pm 

 

Summer Term - 2024 

Monday 15th April – INSET Day – staff only 

Tuesday 16th April – Start of term for pupils 

Monday 6th May – Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May – Half Term 

Thursday 11th July – Year 6 Secondary School Transition Day 

Friday 19th July  – End of term  - 1:15pm 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July – INSET Days – staff only 

 


